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Abstract

This study analyzes academic studies published between May 2013
and June 2023 that mainly examined the education of migrant
children. The study group consists of 97 different types of academic
studies. Using content analysis, general trends in academic
publications regarding the education of migrant children were
examined. The results show that the most focused subject in
current studies is about examining the educational, social, and
health-related issues faced by migrant children (31.96%). 75.26% of
the academic studies had been configured as qualitative, whereas
the least minority of them had been written by choosing mixed
research approaches (7.22%). 45.36% of the academic studies used
mixed groups as study participants, and 26.8% of them gathered
data from different types of documents. In contrast, migrant
families (6.19%), children of migrant workers (1.03%), and various
people in different societies (1.03%) were some of the least
examined study participants. The most preferred data collection
methods were document reviews (26.8%) and interviews (11.34%).
Most academic studies analyzed their data through qualitative
document analysis (21.65%), and qualitative thematic analysis
(18.56%). This study recommends that academic publications
regarding the education of migrant children should provide a
variety in the topics examined. Besides, future studies should
consider providing diversity in study groups through college
students, migrant communities, and children of migrant families
from different socio-economic backgrounds.
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The globalized world and changing dynamics of social life, intercultural relationships, and

socioeconomic conditions are the key elements that directly cause different migration movements from
region to region or country to country. As a dynamic and ongoing movement (Dustmann & Glitz, 2011),
either regional or international migration generally occurs due to various internal and external factors
(i.e., natural disasters, political, economic or social reasons, and environmental situations) that directly
or indirectly affect people in their home countries (Bronen, 2010; Calderén et al., 2011; Carr, 2009;
Castles, 2006; Cillo, 2021; DeJesus, 2018; Martin, 2018; Ruiz & Vargas-Silva, 2013). Offering a good,
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planned, and appropriate educational setting to immigrant children and not ignoring their needs is
critical for countries. The reason is that migrant children and young people have the potential to change
the current social, economic, or cultural view of countries as their volume and existence in the migrated
countries are continually growing (Devine, 2013; Portes & Rivas, 2011; Tienda & Haskins, 2011). Due to
intensive migration streams, migrant children and their educational future have been a critical issue in
the countries receiving high-volume migration as it created different barriers to actively performing
education through educational institutions in various levels or educational policies and providing
effective integration processes those to their educational systems (Bravo-Moreno, 2009; Chen & Liang,
2007; de Miguel-Luken & Solana-Solana, 2017; Green, 2003). Therefore, examining the current
educational initiatives of countries, which are seen as the starting gate of a new life for migrant families
and their children, can be considered as a vital point in obtaining a more suitable and effective
educational setting for those children.

The literature shows numerous scientific research activities regarding different types of
migration movements from region to region or country to country and their various reasons (Bronen,
2010; DeJesus, 2018), general tendencies of countries receiving intensive migration in terms of
educational implementations and legal structures such as policies and educational reform plans
(Beverelli, 2022; Malandrino, 2023; Martin, 2018; McClain et al., 2022; Wright et al., 2022). The role of
migrant children’s and student’s socioeconomic background that might effectively shape their
attraction to education in a foreign country, integration of some specific groups into the current social
and industrial structure in foreign countries (Calderon et al., 2011; Cillo, 2021) are also addressed
through research papers. For instance, Malandrino’s (2023) study shed light on the active policy
implementations and initiatives in Italy and Austria regarding improving migrants’ educational
outcomes in language education. Similarly, Beverelli (2022) examined how countries, exposed to high-
level migration streams worldwide shaped their national policies that aimed to integrate migrant people
into their countries effectively. In her study, Beverelli (2022) found that different integration-related
policies implemented by the examined countries have been more successful in cross-border migration
movements than internal migration activities. In their study, McClain et al. (2022) paid attention to the
structural dynamics of policy initiatives focused on how dignity must be integrated with migration and
its dimensions by governments, policymakers, or NGOs.

From another standpoint, many studies have discovered the main reasons that caused regular
or irregular migration movements and the different groups exposed to migration. Different research
demonstrated that environmental situations (Burzynski et al., 2022; Delazeri et al., 2022; Khuc et al.,
2022; McMichael et al., 2012; Warner et al., 2010), the existence of violence, various internal conflicts or
international wars in different regions (Conte & Migali, 2019; Duszczyk & Kaczmarczyk, 2022; Schon,
2019; Valenta et al., 2020), and impacts of economic crises in different countries (Dominguez-Mujica et
al., 2014; Hazans, 2016; Watanabe, 1998) were the major influential elements caused the migration both
internally and externally year by year. For instance, Khuc et al.’s (2022) study found that air pollution
has created an influential social effect on society; for this reason, most people tend to migrate from the
regions. Regarding the possible relationship between violence and internal or external conflicts,
Duszczyk and Kaczmarczyk (2022) found that the war between Russia and Ukraine was one of the main
reasons for intensive European migration, specifically from Ukraine to Poland. These studies are clear
indicators that both domestic and international migration consist of the cumulation of various dynamics
comprised of social, economic, political, and environmental situations, which might directly affect the
form of the world countries, as well as the citizens of those countries.

The existing literature showed that numerous scientific studies mainly focused on internal and
external migration movements and their characteristics on changing global perspective in the scope of
migrants' effects on destination countries' socioeconomic tendencies, the primary reasons for migration,
and political initiatives of destination countries regarding improving migration-related issues.
Compared to other studies, there seems to be an obvious need for research studies that directly discuss
what migrant children’s educational necessities are and how the most effective and comprehensive
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educational infrastructure might best integrate these children into education worldwide. Even though
there are some academic studies regarding this particular issue, those studies are generally focused on
the migrant children’s educational problems in very minimal areas/regions such as China, the United
Kingdom or the United States (Gouwens, 2001; Kindler, 1995; Liu & Jacob, 2013; Tereshchenko & Archer,
2014; Qian & Walker, 2015). On the other hand, different recent studies examine migrant children’s
education in the global context (Adams & Kirova, 2006; McIntyre & Abrams, 2020). Those studies are
significant because the increasing rate of migrant children in destination countries requires a detailed
examination of these countries' education systems, education policies, and their attempts to integrate
these children into education. At this point, similar to some of the studies in the literature that aimed to
analyze existing documents regarding migration and its use in different scientific fields (Demircioglu &
Altuntas Giirsoy, 2023), revealing the most recent studies that solely focused on migrant children's
education is vital. The reason is that focusing on this issue will allow researchers to see the hidden points
of how education can be best rebuilt by considering today's social, cultural, technological, and economic
conditions in the scope of these children. Moreover, examining and analyzing those studies might shed
light on what the central dynamics of migrant children’s education globally should depend on.

This study aimed to understand and discover the general view of how different academic
studies regarding migrant children’s education between 2013-2023 have been published and what the
similar and different characteristics of those publications in terms of their document types, research
questions, general purposes, and research methodologies including data collection methods, study
groups or main research participants and data analysis methods through a document analysis process.
The study seeks the answer to the following questions:

1. What is the general distribution of the academic studies published between 2013-2023 regarding
the education of migrant children?

2. What is the general tendency in the academic studies published between 2013-2023 regarding
the education of migrant children in terms of research purpose(s)?

3. What is the general tendency in the academic studies published between 2013-2023 regarding
the education of migrant children in terms of used research approach(es)?

4. What is the general tendency in the academic studies published between 2013-2023 regarding
the education of migrant children in terms of examined study sample(s)/study participant(s)?

5. What is the general tendency in the academic studies published between 2013-2023 regarding
the education of migrant children in terms of data collection method(s)?

6. What is the general tendency in the academic studies published between 2013-2023 regarding
the education of migrant children in terms of data analysis method(s)?

Method

Research Design and Data Collection

In this study, qualitative research was used as one of the main usages of qualitative research is
to reveal and deeply understand a specific problem regarding a subject or subjects examined (Creswell,
2013). In this context, the use of qualitative research is appropriate for the nature of this study since the
backbone of this study is to reveal and examine the written and published academic documents in the
scope of the education of migrant children. As the data collection tool, the document analysis method
was used to obtain the required data to comprehensively answer the main research questions through
various types of academic documents published regarding the education of migrant children in the
global context. Document analysis was used in this study to discover how different issues or situations
have experienced other changes as it focuses on those issues from past to the present (Cohen et al., 2007).

Study Group and Sampling Procedure

The study group consisted of different types of published academic studies between 2013-2023.
The types of academic studies gathered and examined in the scope of the study included peer-reviewed
articles, academic reference books, book chapters, conference papers, master’s theses, and doctoral
dissertations. Those study materials have been accessed through six national and international
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databases: ERIC, Taylor & Francis Online, Google Scholar, TRDizin, ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
Global, and the Council of Higher Education National Thesis Center. A keyword consisting of a
combination of five words was chosen, and a search was performed through the above online databases
to obtain a sampling universe. This keyword was “the education of migrant children.” To discover the
literature that best represents the relevant academic publications regarding the education of migrant
children, the keywords were taken into quotation. In selecting and including academic publications
from the examined databases, attention was paid to ensuring that the abstract/titles of the publications
included the pre-determined keywords. A specific date range was then used to explore the recent
research activities in the scanned online databases. Finally, by examining the reference lists of the
gathered publications, possible publications that seemed appropriate in terms of content, language, and
scope and contained predetermined keywords in their titles/abstracts were also included in the study
sample. The PRISMA 2020 flow diagram (Page et al., 2021) explaining the review process of this research
is shown in Figure 1:

Identification of studies via databases and registers ]
g Records removed before
= Records identified from: screening:
'..E. Databases (n =1,012) Duplicate records
o removed (n = 102)
L]
N———

!

— Records excluded (n =708)

Records (titles/abstracts)
screened - The abstracts/titles did not
mainly focus on the keyword
(n=910) scanned or solely examined
narrow subjects
. !
'g Reports sought for retrieval Reports not retrieved
2] »
& || m=202) (n=57)
Reports assessed for Reports excluded:
eligibility - Non-English or Turkish (n =
—»
(n=145) 30)
N———/
- Inappropriate document
i type (n=10)
- Not published between
:: Studies included in review designed publication gap (n =
= 8
2 (n=97) :

Figure 1. PRISMA 2020 Flow Diagram Explaining the Review Process
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As shown in Figure 1, 1,012 results were obtained from the selected databases. After removing
duplicate publications (n=102), the titles/abstracts of 910 academic publications were examined. 708 out
of 910 records had to be removed because they were not directly related to the predetermined keyword
or only focused on narrow subjects. Of the remaining 202 records, 57 records were eliminated because
they could not be reached by the researchers. Then, 145 records that appeared to be eligible for
evaluation were obtained. However, 48 records were not eligible for the evaluation process since they
were not in English or Turkish (n=30), were inappropriate document types (n=10), or were not published
in the designed publication gap (n=8). As a result, 97 academic publications were selected for
examination within the scope of the research questions. These academic publications are shown in:

Table 1. The Academic Publications Examined during the Research Process

Publication
References
Type
Peer- Aarsather, 2021; Akerblom & Harju, 2021; Arphattananon, 2022; Cankar et al., 2013;

reviewed A. Chang & Bu, 2020; Chen & Feng, 2013; Chen & Feng, 2019; Chen et al., 2019; Curdt-
Christiansen, 2020; Demintseva, 2020; Donzuso, 2015; Faas et al., 2015; Forsberg, 2022;
Free & Kriz, 2022; Gilsenan & Lee, 2021; Gong et al., 2015; Gu & Yeung, 2020; Guo,
2014; Hanna, 2020; Hanna, 2023; Harju & Akerblom, 2020; Hu & Wu, 2020; Jinetal,,
2017; Kennedy & Smith, 2019; Kozlova & Ryabichenko, 2023; Lai et al., 2014; Langer-
Buchwald, 2019; Li, 2022; Li & Xiong, 2019; Liu & Su, 2014; Liu & Zhao, 2019; Liu et
al.,, 2015; Martin et al., 2023; Medari¢ et al., 2021; Migliarini et al., 2019; Migliarini et al.,
2020; Nawarat, 2018; Notoprayitno & Jalil, 2020; Osadan & Reid, 2015; Proyer et al.,
2021; Qian & Walker, 2015; Qian & Walker, 2017; Qiang et al., 2022; Rakhmonov, 2021;
Rodrigues et al., 2018; Salinas, 2013; Smith, 2019; Sprong & Skopek, 2022; Sun et al.,
2020; Tuangratananon et al., 2019; Vimala & Salini, 2023; Wang & Sercombe, 2023;
Wang et al., 2017; Waters, 2015; Wiseman et al., 2023; Xia et al., 2023; Yang & Wang,
2013; Yu, 2021; Yu & Crowley, 2020; Yun et al., 2017; Zhang et al., 2022

Conference P. Ibrahim et al., 2014; Kiseleva et al., 2018; Lwin et al., 2021; Shan, 2022

Book Pong, 2015

Book C. Goodburn, 2016; Petchot, 2014

Master’s T. Aslan, 2019; Chiyangwa, 2018; Demirel, 2022; Ding, 2015; Eroglu, 2018; Esen, 2020;
Gao, 2018; Kirkig, 2019; Kiiciikkiratli, 2019; Li, 2018; Maw, 2018; Schmitt, 2017; Shi,
2021; Yuan, 2014

Doctoral D. Caumont Stipanicic, 2020; Gluckman, 2021; Gutierrez, 2016; Jiang, 2019; Kontag
Azakli, 2021; Lehman, 2015; Mao, 2022; Mercado, 2019; Nguyen, 2022; Rivera-
Singletary, 2014; Segal, 2018; Song, 2018; Wang, 2015; Wei, 2016; Yu, 2017

Note. A: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses

Table 1 shows the academic publications compiled and reviewed during the research process.
These academic publications (n = 97) are included in the reference list, marked with an asterisk (*).

Data Analysis

This study used content analysis to interpret and evaluate the gathered data from relevant
academic publications through different online databases. According to Krippendorff (2004), “Content
analysis is a research technique for making replicable and valid inferences from texts (or other
meaningful matter) to the contexts of their use” (p. 18). Through the codes and categories created, this
method aims to shed light on the examined data’s visible and hidden/unrevealed content (Graneheim
et al., 2017). Therefore, content analysis was appropriate for this study because the general view and
tendencies in published documents regarding the education of migrant children have been tried to
understand and comprehensively find out by examining the relevant literature.
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In the scope of the study, first, all the academic publications regarding the education of migrant
children have been gathered and classified considering their types. Second, all gathered data have been
associated with six categories: publication type and year, research purposes, research methodologies,
study groups/samples/participants, data collection methods, and data analysis methods. In case
research designs, data analysis methods, or other strategies were not clearly stated in the gathered
publications, these characteristics were determined and classified by the researcher by examining the
content and methodological approaches of the publications. During this process, independent tables
were created, and the relevant categories and codes were demonstrated by inserting them into these
tables. Lastly, an analysis process has been held to answer the questions of the study.

Limitations of the Study

This study has two limitations for some reasons. The first is that the publication dates of the
examined academic studies are limited between May 2013 and June 2023, since examining all written
academic studies within the scope of the research questions requires an excessive time and workload.
The second limitation is to work on a limited number of national and international databases and a
search engine for the same reason mentioned above. Future researchers should take these factors into
account when designing their research to expand the coverage of literature.

Results

The Frequency Distribution of the Academic Publications
The frequency distribution of the academic publications by publication categories and
publication years is shown in Table 2 below:

Table 2. The Frequency Distribution of The Academic Publications

5:::1(:“10“ Frequency by Publication Categories and Years (f)
Peer-reviewed A. Conference P. Book Book C. Master’'s T. Doctoral D.

2013 4 - - - - -
2014 3 1 - 1 1 1
2015 7 - 1 - 1 2
2016 - - - 1 - 2
2017 4 - - - 1 1
2018 2 1 - - 5 2
2019 9 - - - 3 2
2020 11 - - - 1 1
2021 7 1 - - 1 2
2022 7 1 - - 1 2
2023 7 - - - -
Total 61 4 1 2 14 15

Note. A: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses

Table 2 shows 97 academic publications regarding the education of migrant children published
in different databases between 2013 and 2023. At this point, 61 peer-reviewed articles, 15 doctoral
dissertations, 14 master's theses, four conference papers, two book chapters, and one book comprise the
total number of publications. Majority of the academic publications related to the topic examined are
peer-reviewed academic articles (f:61) whereas books are the fewest in number (f:1). Table 2 shows that
doctoral dissertations are the second most common academic publications in the databases searched
(£:15). They are followed by master’s thesis (f:14), conference papers (f:4), book chapters (f:2), and books
(£:1)

The Examination of the Academic Publications by Research Purposes
The frequency distribution of academic publications by their research purposes is shown in
Table 3 below:
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Table 3. The Frequency Distribution of Academic Publications by Their Research Purpose(s)

Publicati

UDHCAHON  Research Purpose(s) f
Type
Peer- Examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education 13

reviewed A opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children
Examining parents’, migrant students’, educators’, or other people’s views/experienceson 12
the education of migrant children

Examining or offering national and/or international policies/strategic documents and 11
systems regarding the education of migrant children

Examining the academic success of migrant children 7
Examining the ways how to create effective learning environments/opportunities for 6
migrant children

Examining the roles of educational institutions in supporting the education of migrant 5
children

Examining the structural characteristics and roles of migrant families in the education of 3

migrant children
Examining existing studies regarding education, sociology, religion, and migration

Examining the characteristics of educational programs in different disciplines offered to 1
migrant children
Examining parental involvement and parental education on the education of migrant 1
children

Conference P. Examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education 1
opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children
Examining parents’, migrant students’, educators’, or other people’s views/experiences on 1
the education of migrant children
Examining the ways how to create effective learning environments/opportunities for 1
migrant children
Examining or offering national and/or international policies/strategic documents and 1
systems regarding the education of migrant children

Book Examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education 1
opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children

Book C. Examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education 2
opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children

Master’s T. Examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education 8
opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children
Examining the ways how to create effective learning environments/opportunities for 2
migrant children
Examining parents’, students’, educators’, or other people’s views on the education of 2
migrant children
Examining the academic success of migrant children 1
Examining existing studies regarding education, sociology, religion, and migration 1

Doctoral D. Examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education
opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children
Examining parents’, students’, educators’, or other people’s views on the education of 3
migrant children
Examining or offering national and/or international policies regarding the education of 2
migrant children
The role of government institutions or non-governmental organizations in improving the 2
quality of education of migrant children
Examining parental involvement and parental education on the education of migrant 2
children
Total 97

Note. A.: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses
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Table 3 shows that majority of publications regarding the education of migrant children were
about examining educational, social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education
opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences or challenges faced by migrant children. At this point, the
literature indicates that there are 31 academic publications including 13 peer-reviewed articles, one
conference paper, one book, two book chapters, eight master’s theses, and six doctoral dissertations that
mainly aimed to examine this topic. The current literature also demonstrates that the second major
research purpose addressed by different types of academic publications was related to parents’,
students’, educators’, or other people’s views on the education of migrant children. In this context, there
are 18 academic publications including 12 peer-reviewed articles, one conference paper, two master’s
theses, and three doctoral dissertations. The third most examined topic in academic publications is
examining or offering national and/or international policies/strategic documents and systems regarding
the education of migrant children. Table 3 shows 14 academic publications including 11 peer-reviewed
articles, one conference paper, and two doctoral dissertations regarding this particular purpose.

Table 3 also indicates that a limited number of academic publications focused on different issues
aimed to discover different dimensions related to the education of migrant children. From this
perspective, the academic success of migrant children, the ways how to create effective learning
environments/opportunities for migrant children, the roles of educational institutions in supporting the
education of migrant children, the structural characteristics and roles of migrant families in the
education of migrant children, existing studies regarding education, sociology, religion, and migration,
the role of parental involvement and parental education on the education of migrant children, the role
of government institutions or non-governmental organizations in improving the quality of education of
migrant children were some of the least examined topics in different types of academic publications.

The Examination of the Academic Publications by Research Approaches
The frequency distribution of academic publications by their research approaches is shown in
Table 4 below:

Table 4. The Frequency Distribution of Academic Publications by Research Approaches

Publication Type Research Approaches f
Peer-reviewed A. Qualitative 43
Quantitative 13
Mixed 5
Conference P. Qualitative 3
Quantitative 1
Book Qualitative 1
Book C. Qualitative 2
Master’s T. Qualitative 12
Quantitative 2
Doctoral D. Qualitative 12
Mixed
Quantitative 1
Total 97

Note. A.: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses

Table 4 shows that the primary research approach used in most of the peer-reviewed articles
was qualitative (f:43). The second most used research approach adopted by peer-reviewed articles was
quantitative (f:13) whereas the least preferred research approach in peer-reviewed articles was mixed
method approach (£:5). In conference papers, the study revealed that most of the conference papers have
been configured in the scope of the qualitative research approach (f:3) while only one preferred to use
quantitative research approach (f:1). The book in the study sample has been configured in light of the
qualitative research approach (f:1). For the academic studies in the book chapter type, all book chapters
have been configured in the scope of the qualitative research approach (f:2). In terms of master’s theses,
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most master’s theses were qualitative (f:12). In contrast, only two master’s theses used the quantitative
research approach (f:2). Lastly, most of the doctoral dissertations regarding the education of migrant
children have been completed in qualitative research approach (f:12). In the remaining three doctoral
dissertations, it is seen that there were two mixed research approaches and one quantitative research
approach used by researchers.

Qualitative methodology is the most adopted methodology in academic studies examining the
education of migrant children. The main reason why the qualitative research approach dominates the
quantitative research approach can be associated with the deep and complex structure of all kinds of
data collected, evaluated, and obtained from people as social and intellectual beings. In this context,
finding and presenting quantitative results may not help to create a general and detailed perspective of
what difficulties these special groups face in the new environment where they start to build a new life.
Therefore, designing and conducting academic studies in a qualitative structure would be a better
option to not only pay attention to the comprehensive problems of migrant children but also offer
constructive reform initiatives to resolve the complex issues they encounter.

The Examination of the Academic Publications by Study Sample(s)/Participant(s)
The frequency distribution of academic publications by their study sample(s)/participant(s) is
shown in Table 5 below:

Table 5. The Frequency Distribution of Academic Publications by Study Sample(s)/Participant(s)

2;';2‘““0“ Study Sample(s)/Participant(s) 7
Peer- Mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not / parents / teachers / specialists / 25
reviewed A. school administrators / NGO workers / documents, etc.)
Documents (Policies, programs, textbooks, relevant literature, etc.) 17
Migrant children (Students or non-students) 8
Teachers / Educators / Educational specialists 4
Migrant families 4
Teachers / Educators / Educational specialists — Document(s) 2
People in the Society 1
Conference  Documents (Policies, programs, textbooks, relevant literature, etc.) 2
P. Mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not / parents / teachers / specialists / 1
school administrators / NGO workers /documents, etc.)
Migrant families 1
Book Mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not / parents / teachers / specialists / 1

school administrators / NGO workers / documents, etc.)

Book C. Mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not / parents / teachers / specialists / 2
school administrators / NGO workers / documents, etc.)

Master's T.  Documents (Policies, programs, textbooks, relevant literature, etc.)
Mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not / parents / teachers / specialists / 5
school administrators / NGO workers / documents, etc.)

a1

Teachers / Educators / Educational specialists 2
Children of migrant workers 1
Migrant families 1
Doctoral D. Mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not in schools/ parents / teachers / 10
specialists / school administrators / NGO workers / documents, etc.)
Migrant children (Student or non-students) 3
Documents (Policies, programs, textbooks, relevant literature, etc.) 2
Total 97

Note. A.: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses
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Table 5 displays that most academic publications in peer-reviewed article type (f:25) have
preferred to focus on mixed groups as their research participants/study samples. The second most used
study sample(s)/participant(s) in peer-reviewed articles were the documents (f:17). At the same time,
migrant children (students or non-students) (f:8), teachers/educators/educational specialists (f:4),
migrant families (f:4), teachers/educators/educational specialists-documents (f:2), people in society (f:1)
were the least used study sample(s)/participant(s). According to Table 5, two conference papers
included documents, whereas one conference paper worked with mixed groups, and another worked
with migrant families as study samples. The one book in the reviewed literature included mixed groups.
In the book chapters examined, the researchers selected mixed groups as their study participants (f:2).
In the scope of the master's thesis, most of the publications focused on documents (f:5), and mixed
groups (f:5) as study sample(s)/participant(s). However, one master's thesis included children of
migrant workers and the other included migrant families. Lastly, most doctoral dissertations focused
on mixed groups (f:10) similar to other publications. In contrast, migrant children (f:3) and documents
(f:2) have been least used.

The most selected and used study sample/participant in academic studies on the education of
migrant children consisted of mixed groups (migrant children in schools or not in schools / parents /
teachers / specialists / school administrators / NGO workers / documents, etc.). A comprehensive
analysis of the positive and negative aspects of the education of migrant children requires establishing
different research areas that will consider the roles and influences of each environment or person who
may have dominant power over this population. For instance, it would not be surprising to argue that
migrant children spend most of their time in educational environments with their teachers and friends
like their domestic peers. Therefore, observing and analyzing the effects of these variables on migrant
children by providing participant diversity in academic settings would offer more insights into
understanding negative and positive situations that directly or indirectly shape the education of
migrant children.

The Examination of the Academic Publications by Data Collection Method(s)
The frequency distribution of academic publications by their data collection method(s) is shown
in Table 6 below:
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Table 6. The Frequency Distribution of Academic Publications by Data Collection Method(s)
Publication Data Collection Method(s)
Type
Peer- Document Review(s)
reviewed A. Interview(s)
Document Review(s) and Interview(s)
Survey(s)
Survey(s) and Interview(s)
Observation(s) and Interview(s)
Standardized Test Score(s) - Survey(s) — Information Sheet(s)
Observation(s) — Interview(s) — Document Review(s)
Questionnaire(s)
Reflective Dialogue(s)
Storytelling Method(s)
Interview(s) and Focus Group(s)
Standardized Test Score(s) and Survey(s)
Standardized Test Score(s) and Interview(s)
Standardized Test Score(s) - Survey(s) — Interview(s)
Survey(s) — Interview(s) — Questionnaire(s) — Scale(s)
Document Review(s) - Interview(s) — Survey(s) - Focus Group(s)
Observation(s) — Interview(s) — Survey(s)
Observation(s) — Interview(s) — Questionnaire(s)
Document Review(s) - Interview(s) — Focus Group(s) — Observation(s)
Observation(s) — Interview(s) — Discussion(s) — Photograph(s) — Charter(s)
Interview(s) — Focus Group(s) — E-mail Communication(s) — Discussion(s)
Photo Elicitation(s) and Interview(s)
Document Review(s) - Interview(s) — Focus Group(s) - Literature Review(s)
Conference  Document Review(s)

~

—_
N

P. Document Review(s) and Interview(s)
Interview(s) and Questionnaire(s)
Book Document Review(s) and Interview(s)
Book C. Document Review(s) - Interview(s) — Observation(s)
Master’'sT.  Document Review(s)
Interview(s)

Survey(s) and Interview(s)

Interview(s) and Observation(s)

Proficiency test(s)/Diagnostic test(s)

Document Review(s) - Interview(s) — Focus Group(s)

Observation(s) — Interview(s) — Field Note(s) - Document Review(s)
Doctoral D. Document Review(s) — Interview(s) - Observation(s)

Document Review(s)

Document Review(s) and Interview(s)

Interview(s) and Questionnaire(s)

Interview(s) and Observation(s)

Participatory Storytelling Method(s)

Document Review(s) — Interview(s) - Observation(s) — Focus Group(s)

Observation(s) — Interview(s) — Field Note(s) — Informal Dialogue(s)

Scale(s) — Test(s) — Interview(s) - Observation(s) — Letter(s) — Other Assessment

_= R R R, R, R NN WOR R R PR RARBROOONRPRPRARNNRRRARRARRARRRRRRRRRRERRNNNDDNDS TGO

Tool(s)

Questionnaire(s) — Interview(s) — Focus Group(s) 1
Narrative Inquiry — Document Review(s) — Discussion(s) — Interview(s) — Field 1
Observation(s)

Total 97

Note. A.: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses
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Table 6 represented that most of the publications in peer-reviewed article type have gathered
the required data using the document review method (f:17). Besides, the second most used data
collection tool was the interview(s) (f:7). The results also reflected that some of the least used data
collection tools in peer-reviewed articles were questionnaire(s) (f:1), interview(s) and focus group(s)
(f:1), standardized tests score(s) - interview(s) (f:1), standardized test score(s) — survey(s) (f:1). In terms
of conference papers, two publications used document review(s) (f:2), one publication used both
document review(s) and interview(s) (f:1), and one publication used both interview(s) and
questionnaire(s) (f:1). In the book reviewed, Table 6 shows that it preferred to use document review(s)
and interview(s) together. In the scope of the book chapters, two book chapters aimed to gather the
relevant data from selected populations using three different data collection tools that included
document review(s) - interview(s) -observation(s). In majority of master’s theses, the researchers
adopted document review(s) (f:5), interview(s) (f:4), while some researchers adopted surveys and
interviews (f:1), observations and interview(s) (f:1), proficiency test(s)/diagnostic test(s) (f:1). Lastly,
three doctoral dissertations have gathered data using document review(s) - interview(s) -
observation(s), two doctoral dissertations have preferred to choose the document review(s) as the only
data collection tool, two doctoral dissertations have used document review(s) and interview(s), and one
has solely used participatory storytelling method(s). The rest of the doctoral dissertations benefit from
the unity of two and more than two data collection methods to gather the data from the study
participant(s) or study sample(s).

The Examination of the Academic Publications by Data Analysis Method(s)
The frequency distribution of the academic publications by their data analysis method(s) is
shown in Table 7 below:

Table 7. The Frequency Distribution of Academic Publications by Data Analysis Method(s)

Publication
Type
Peer- Qualitative Document Analysis 15
reviewed A.  Qualitative Thematic Analysis 10
Quantitative Descriptive Statistics and Quantitative Parametric Statistics 10
Qualitative Narrative Analysis
Qualitative Narrative Analysis and Qualitative Document Analysis

Data Analysis Method(s) f

Qualitative Narrative Analysis and Quantitative Descriptive Statistics
Quantitative Descriptive Statistics

Quantitative Parametric Statistics

Qualitative Content Analysis

Qualitative Descriptive Analysis

Qualitative Thematic Analysis and Qualitative Document Analysis

_ o = =N WO Y

Qualitative Narrative Analysis - Quantitative Descriptive Statistics — Quantitative

Parametric Statistics

Qualitative Grounded Theory Analysis
Conference P. Qualitative Descriptive Analysis

Qualitative Document Analysis

Qualitative Document Analysis and Qualitative Content Analysis

Quantitative Parametric Statistics and Qualitative Narrative Analysis
Book Qualitative Narrative Analysis and Qualitative Document Analysis
Book C. Qualitative Narrative Analysis

Qualitative Narrative Analysis and Qualitative Document Analysis
Master’s T. Qualitative Document Analysis

Qualitative Thematic Analysis

Qualitative Descriptive Analysis

Quantitative Descriptive Statistics and Quantitative Parametric Statistics

Qualitative Content Analysis

Qualitative Narrative Analysis

Quantitative Descriptive Statistics and Qualitative Content Analysis

Qualitative Thematic Analysis and Qualitative Document Analysis

_ R R R, NN W WR R R PR R |23
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Table 7. Continued

Publication Data Analysis Method(s) f

Type

Doctoral D. Qualitative Thematic Analysis 5
Qualitative Document Analysis 2
Qualitative Content Analysis 1
Qualitative Narrative Analysis 1
Qualitative Grounded Theory Analysis 1
Qualitative Thematic Analysis and Qualitative Document Analysis 1
Qualitative Structural Analysis 1
Quantitative Parametric Statistics and Qualitative Content Analysis 1
Quantitative Descriptive Statistics — Quantitative Parametric Statistics 1
Quantitative Descriptive Statistics — Quantitative Parametric Statistics — Quantitative 1
Nonparametric Statistics — Qualitative Content Analysis
Total 97

Note. A.: Article, C.: Chapter, D.: Dissertations.: P.: Papers, T.: Theses

Table 7 shows that most of the peer-reviewed articles examined in terms data analysis methods
have preferred to choose qualitative document analysis method (f:15), qualitative thematic analysis
method (f:10), and both quantitative descriptive statistics and quantitative parametric statistics (f:10).
The fourth most selected data analysis method in peer-reviewed articles was the qualitative narrative
analysis method (f:6) and qualitative narrative analysis — qualitative document analysis methods (f:6).
When the conference papers were examined, there was no common tendency in terms of preferred data
analysis method. All four conference papers used a combination of different methods to analyze the
data. In the examined book, the results showed that it used two data analysis methods together:
qualitative narrative analysis and qualitative document analysis. In terms of book chapters, the results
found that one publication (f:1) preferred to evaluate the data using qualitative narrative analysis. The
other one (f:1) has evaluated the data using both qualitative narrative analysis and qualitative document
analysis. Table 7 demonstrated that the qualitative document analysis (f:3) and the qualitative thematic
analysis (f:3) were the most used data analysis methods in master’s theses. In doctoral dissertations, the
vast majority of the publications in this category have chosen to use qualitative thematic analysis (f:5).
However, no general tendency regarding the data analysis methods has been determined in the rest of
the doctoral dissertations.

Conclusion, Discussion, and Suggestions

The examination of current research on the education of migrant children is essential to
understand the question of how these children's education can be improved globally. To draw a general
perspective regarding the current research activities on this particular subject, this study focused on the
publications between 2013-2023 and scanned various academic publications from six national and
international databases. These databases included ERIC, Taylor & Francis Online, TRDizin, ProQuest
Dissertations & Theses Global, the Council of Higher Education National Thesis Center, and Google
Scholar. The findings showed that peer-reviewed articles published in different academic journals
worldwide were the most published publication types that shed light on various issues regarding the
education of migrant children. The second and third most published publication types on this examined
topic were in doctoral dissertations and master’s theses. Therefore, peer-reviewed articles, doctoral
dissertations, and master’s theses were in the top three publication types among all the other types of
publications. Most researchers desired to shed light on the current views, issues, and solution
suggestions regarding the education of migrant children. Consequently, most researchers tended to
create and publish original studies to make more apparent the current status of the education of migrant
children worldwide.
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Although the academic studies examined had a wide variety in terms of the research purposes,
this study revealed that the most focused purpose within these studies is about examining educational,
social, and health-related (integration, discrimination, education opportunity, anxiety, etc.) experiences
or challenges faced by migrant children (f:31). The second most examined research purposes were about
the examining parents’, migrant students’, educators’, or other people’s views on the education of
migrant children (f:18). These results showed that 50.52% of academic studies aimed to draw attention
to the various problems that migrant children experience in different social environments and to explore
people’s opinions (i.e., parents, educators, and other people) regarding the education of migrant
children. The results also indicated that some of the least focused research purposes were about
examining the characteristics of educational programs in different disciplines offered to migrant
children and the role of government institutions/non-governmental organizations in improving the
quality of education of migrant children. Even if there were a quantitatively adequate number of
academic studies that aimed to shed light on migrant children’s current problems in different social
environments, not adequately focused on those listed topics might be the reasons for various issues. For
instance, not aiming to explore the positions and understanding of government institutions or non-
governmental organizations regarding the education of migrant children may be the main reason why
migrant children who had to adapt themselves to foreign educational settings, and cultural and social
beliefs are exposed to a variety of educational achievement and equality problems when compared to
their non-migrant peers, as different studies showed (Liu et al., 2017; Ma & Wu, 2020; Ma et al., 2018;
Park & Sandefur, 2010; Pasztor, 2008). Thus, giving importance to these least examined research
purposes (e.g., examining the characteristics of educational programs in different disciplines offered to
migrant children, examining parental involvement and parental education on the education of migrant
children, or examining the ways how to create effective learning environments/opportunities for
migrant children) may broaden people’s and authorities” horizons in migrant-receiving countries in

terms of creating and offering more equal educational opportunities and experiences to migrant
children.

In terms of research approaches, this study showed that 75.26% of the academic studies
examined had been configured as qualitative whereas the least minority of them had been written by
choosing quantitative research approaches (17.53%) and mixed research approaches (7.22%). Since
reaching a comprehensive understanding regarding specific issues through participants’ different
actions or reactions, including their thoughts, experiences, or perspectives, from an expanded
framework is one of the core dynamics of qualitative research (Creswell, 2014), this result means that
most of the researchers who paid attention to the education of migrant children aimed to explore the
roots and possible solutions of this issue. Therefore, academic studies on the education of migrant
children focused on discovering cases, problems, and hidden points of particular issues to understand
and catch new perspectives by going into their roots.

Most of the academic studies reviewed had preferred to choose their research participants from
mixed groups that generally included migrant children in schools, their parents, teachers, specialists,
school administrators, NGO workers, representatives, and documents. This research concluded that
45.36% of the examined studies used mixed groups, and 26.8% of the studies gathered data from
documents (e.g., policies, programs, textbooks, relevant literature). However, migrant families (6.19%),
children of migrant workers (1.03%), and various people in different societies (1.03%) were some of the
least examined study participants. Regarding these results, it is possible to argue that working on mixed
groups in most studies can be beneficial in exploring both observable and hidden relationships among
different variables, and this may allow researchers to offer much more understanding by solving the
existing problems by closely working on these relationships. However, not focusing on specific groups,
such as migrant communities, migrant families, or children of migrant workers, may cause them to not
understand how family, culture, social status, and environment could affect the education of migrant
children. The reason is that cultural backgrounds and family characteristics (e.g., socio-economic
background, educational support) can be considered some of the key elements that likely affect the
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future education of im/migrant children, as supported by many studies (Cheng, 2011; Fang et al., 2017;
Kewalramani & Phillipson, 2020; Triventi et al., 2022).

The study outcomes revealed that there was no general tendency in terms of data collection
methods used in the reviewed studies. The most chosen data collection methods in different types of
academic studies were document reviews (26.8%), interviews (11.34%), and document reviews —
interviews (10.31%), whereas other studies chose to utilize a combination of multiple data collection
methods. In the scope of the data analysis methods, the results revealed that the majority of the academic
studies analyzed their data through qualitative document analysis (21.65%), qualitative thematic
analysis (18.56%), quantitative descriptive statistics and quantitative parametric statistics (13.40%), and
qualitative narrative analysis (9.28%). Focusing on different types of texts, often including policies,
reforms, or other implementations, through document reviews can raise current awareness by shedding
light on issues that need to be improved toward migrant children and their well-being in educational
settings. However, lack of preference for quantitative analysis methods may not contribute to the
existing literature at a high level as it may restrict researchers from discovering general trends or
different approaches regarding the education of migrant children through large sample groups. Besides,
improving the variety in qualitative analysis methods can offer researchers wide opportunities by
allowing them to explore interconnected relationships between more than two individuals or groups
and reveal their intimate thoughts. Revealing people's thoughts or tendencies through different
qualitative data analysis methods can directly and positively affect the social, economic, and
educational situations of migrant children in the short or long term by creating a shaping force in
existing policies or practices.

Based on the results discussed above, this study offers some recommendations to increase the
effectiveness and quality of the education of migrant children from different perspectives:

e Most of the master's theses and doctoral dissertations prepared on the education of migrant
children focus on the same/similar topics. For this reason, specific importance should be given
to ensuring a topic variety in future graduate theses to discover the hidden problems that
migrant children experience in educational environments and the points that need
improvement. For example, the role of government institutions or NGOs in improving the
quality of education of migrant children or the effects of parental involvement/parental
education on the education of migrant children can be potential research topics for master’s
theses or doctoral dissertations.

e In addition to the more frequently written topics, researchers should put forward more
comprehensive contributions to the education of migrant children by working on different and
more specific research purposes (e.g., the characteristics of educational programs in different
disciplines offered to migrant children, or the role of government institutions or non-
governmental organizations in improving the quality of education).

¢ Due to the lack of academic studies showing what types of pedagogical initiatives can be created
and implemented to improve the quality of education of migrant children, future academic
studies should consider working on this particular issue.

¢ Inaddition to the high volume of various qualitative academic studies in the existing literature,
researchers should also design quantitative academic studies as this could be useful to reveal a
more general view from more expanded study participants or study groups regarding both
positive and negative factors associated with the education of migrant children.

e Researchers should consider preparing more academic studies by selecting participants from
migrant communities, different social structures, and children of migrant families from various
social/economic backgrounds. Focusing on these specific universes may show how cultural,
social, and economic dynamics can be related to different educational issues against migrant
children. Considering these factors, not only innovative and inclusive educational programs for
migrant children can be redesigned but also the quality and equality of education can be
obtained in the short term.
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